PREFACE TO VOL. XXXVIII

Following is a synopsis of the documents contained
in the present volume:

LXXXI. The first seven chapters of the Relation
of 1651 —52 were given in Vol. XXXVTII. ; we here pre-
sentthe remainder of the document. Chaps. viii.—ix.
are written by the superior Ragueneau; the final
chapter is compiled (apparently by the Paris editor)
from a biographical memoir of Mother Marie de St.
Joseph,—assistant in the Ursuline convent, who died
April 4, 1652,—written by her superior, Mother
Marie de 1'Incarnation.

The account of the Abenaki mission, begun in the
preceding volume, is here continued by Ragueneau —
recounting the readiness of that tribe to receive the
faith, and their earnestness and zeal in following it.
Visions and miraculous cures have often rewarded
their devotion. They are exceedingly attached to
Druillettes, their missionary, and hold him in great
honor,—a feeling which the English settlers on the
Kennebec also share. The Indians of Narantsouak
(Norridgewock) publicly adopt the Father as a mem-
ber of their tribe, and regard him as its head. The
leading men denounce drunkenness, sorcery, and
polygamy. They beg Druillettes to remain with
them, and only the command of his superior induces
him to leave these disciples.

The ninth chapter describes the attacks with which



